BMGA PLAYERS FORUM 2010
Date: Saturday 23rd January 2010
Location: Bella Italia, Star City (1pm – 3pm)

Present: 
Sean Homer (BMGA Chairman), Richard Gottfried (BMGA Marketing & Media Officer), Alan Norman, Gareth Holmes, Chris Jones, Brad Shepherd, Scott Lancley, Emily Gottfried, Nick Chitty, John Moore, Peter Emmerson, Paul Johnson, Owen Johnson, Jas Kukielka, Cindy Kukielka, Seve Kukielka, Leo Kukielka, Kevin Moseley
Intro from Sean: What we’ll cover in the forum as main points, what we’ve done this year etc. and what we need help with going forward.
Main part of meeting

1. Review of 2009 Season

· All present were in agreement that the 2009 season was excellent with a good range of competitions. Some issues with certain competitions, see below:

· Club Championships

· Nick – the Club Championships was the only disappointing event due to the change in the number of holes during the event

· All present agreed a set number of holes for each round must be set before play commences on the day and stuck to

· Alan suggested a points system could be used rather than match play

· Sean said that the event should be bigger and better than it is, and treated more like a major event as it is the only event in the calendar that brings all the British club together

· Richard said that the date for the event is also important to get right as the winning team qualifies for the WMF European Cup. In recent years the BMGA event has clashed with the WMF event
· John Moore suggested that teams must be announced in advance with a cut-off date for entry so that timings and formats can be set

· Richard suggested the Club Captains discuss the format of the event with their team-mates and feed back to the BMGA / BMGA Sports Committee. Richard also highlighted the disparity between clubs. He noted that they do not all need to be the same (nor should they be), but they should be adhering to the same principles and Captains should be able to feed in info to the BMGA and feed back from the Sports Committee
· Sean – the Club Captains and the BMGA Sports Committee are both areas to be worked on this season

· Chris J asked what is happening to Hastings minigolf course?

· Sean and group - unknown for sure, it will eventually be removed/replaced. As details are known they will be communicated.

· Owen – the PHCGCO is too long a format event

· Sean – responded that it is a club event that has always been played over the four Hastings courses. This year it may be held later in the calendar so it may be more pleasant to play in weather-wise

· Brad – It was great that many one-day tournaments were on Sundays last year. This saved on using lots of annual leave

· Sean – this will continue to be the case from the positive feedback

· Sean asked the group their views on rules, as last year the issue of slow play/penalties was highlighted?


· All thought things had improved

· Scott said that players are getting better at self-ruling during tournaments

· Players are to highlight any infringements at the time

· Tournament referees were discussed

· Sean – ideally Majors would have at least one non-playing referee, this is not always possible though

· Alan raised the issue of one-shot penalties for balls leaving the course. He would like to see this introduced

· Sean – this has been introduced on some courses as hole-specific penalties where appropriate

2. 2010 Tour Calendar

· Sean went through the dates of the 12 event dates set already, and also mentioned the European Championships in Italy
· Each event was discussed regarding any specific details e.g. location for BMC’s will be at the new Worthing course, the Scottish Open needs a good representation of BMGA members, locals and internationals (lessons were learned from mistakes with previous Irish Opens)
· Keith Kellard is dealing with the Great Britain team that needs to compete in Predazzo, Italy in August. The Nations Cup has been cancelled and replaced by an ‘international’ tournament organised by the Italian federation. The European Championships are still going ahead and the BMGA must have a team of 6-7 players competing
· Details of tournaments will be available on the BMGA website and via the Newsletter

· The British Masters was discussed in depth as it is coming up soon, ideas for a charity event on the Saturday (20th March) were discussed as this is also a Sport Relief day. Ideas for a charity event included:

· Brad - Pro-celebrity competition – this has been talked about by Brad and Richard over the past year. Questions on how soon this could be organised, costs involved and time available?
· Richard & Brad - Pro-am competition – this could be more viable given the limited time. A pairs tournament (perhaps blind draw with a pool of BMGA Tour ‘Pros’ and a pool of Novices/Locals). This idea was also talked about ahead of the English Open at Wroxham Barns in 2009. The idea could be a good way of new players to feel involved and more welcome in the BMGA.
· The idea of running a charity competition on the Saturday should take place, perhaps with donations from players/the course in lieu of entry fees/prizes

· Events still to be confirmed are:

· 5 Club Opens

· Club Championships

· Other Local Competitions e.g. Manchester, Blackpool etc.

· Hotels & Travel was also discussed. Particularly in relation to the Scottish Open in Aberdeen. The idea of a BMGA member of two to look at local hotels was discussed. And/or if any players see good deals to flag them on the forum for other members to see.
Emily Gottfried offered to do some provisional work regarding Aberdeen and the details can be found below (many thanks Emily!!):

· Booking early definitely recommended. Encouragingly prices are cheaper on the weekends, than during the week. 

· The usual suspects all have branches in Aberdeen - Premier Inn, Travelodge, Holiday Inn, Thistle, Jurys Inn etc

· Doubletree by Hilton has rooms inc breakfast from as little as £37.50 (sgl) and £47.50 (dbl) per night including breakfast (though www.laterooms.com): http://doubletree.hilton.co.uk/aberdeencity. Hotel is really close to the course (closest one that could be found). 

· Other independents which seem to have reasonable prices and are either central or quite close to the course. Some cheap, some not so cheap! Something for everyone. 

· http://www.vailaguesthouse.com/ Has a family room. Prices from £35.00. Inc breakfast. 

· http://www.bimini.co.uk/index Single room from £40.00 and Double from £60.00 on weekends. Inc breakfast. 

· http://burnettsguesthouse.co.uk/ Single room from £35.00 and Double from £50.00 on weekends. Inc breakfast. 

· http://www.butlersguesthouse.com/ Single room from £35.00 and Double from £60.00 on weekends. Inc breakfast. Close to Aberdeen Rail Station 

· http://www.royalhotelaberdeen.co.uk/ Central hotel. Has a family room. Single room £55.00 and Double is £65.00 on weekends. Inc breakfast. 

· http://www.antrimguesthouseaberdeen.co.uk/ Central hotel. Has a family room £60.00. Single room £30.00 and Double is £35.00 on weekends. Inc breakfast. 

· http://www.the-globe-inn.co.uk/.with live music playing at the hotel... Single room £60.00 and Double is £65.00 on weekends. Inc breakfast

· http://www.aberdeencitycentrehotel.co.uk/. Central hotel. Single room £50.00 and Double is £75.00 on weekends. 

 Most of the above can be booked through www.lateroom.com, which should be (please check the small print) cancellable with no charge up to the day before arrival.

· Sean also highlighted that help is required from members in running/supporting some events with regards making sure the competitions run smoothly etc.

3. Sport relief

· Item discussed within 2010 Tour Calendar – see British Masters notes

4. BMGA Season-Only Rankings

· Sean displayed the details of the new BMGA Season-Only Rankings for the 2010 season

5. WMF Balls

· Richard explained that this item needs to be discussed further amongst the BMGA Executive Committee to clarify any issues
6. The BMGA Executive Committee
Sean confirmed the details and make up of the EC as there have been some changes over the past 12 months:

· Sean Homer – Chairman & Tournament Officer

· Richard Gottfried – Media & Marketing Officer

· Marion Homer – Membership Officer

· Chris Richards – Industry Officer (inc Affiliates)

· Keith Kellard – Treasurer & Development Officer (Keith & Sean will continue to oversee and maintain the website)

All five of the EC are 100% committed to the ongoing improvement of the BMGA for the benefit of the membership. We are always keen for people to get involved, particularly with tournaments and the promotional side of the BMGA and Sean was confident that with the people we have on board the EC at present, we can continue to move things forward. Sean will be putting a motion forward at the AGM to adopt this new-look structure for the 2010 and beyond.
7. The AGM

· Sean said that this will be held the day before the BMGA English Open at Jungle Rumble in Bristol

· Time, location and further details will be communicated to members over the coming weeks

8. AoB
· Richard announced that the BMGA now has a presence on the social networking site Twitter – at http://twitter.com/BMGA_minigolf 

· Brad asked who is operating/contributing to this.

· Richard said that the EC are in charge of content and that it would be used as a way of spreading news and event information, and linking back to the official BMGA website at www.minigolf.org.uk 

· All thanked the EC for their work

Sean reiterated that we (the BMGA Executive Committee) are always keen to hear views of the membership, and encouraged members to feed back any points to him in future. 

Meeting ended with Sean thanking everyone for their time and input.

